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Health and Safety
To ensure that our products are safe and without risk to health, the following points must be noted:

1. The relevant sections of these instructions must be read carefully before proceeding.

2. Warning labels on containers and packages must be observed.

3. Installation, operation, maintenance and servicing must only be carried out by suitably trained personnel and in accordance with the
information given.

4. Normal safety precautions must be taken to avoid the possibility of an accident occurring when operating in conditions of high pressure
and/or temperature.

5. Chemicals must be stored away from heat, protected from temperature extremes and powders kept dry. Normal safe handling procedures
must be used.

6. When disposing of chemicals ensure that no two chemicals are mixed.

Safety advice concerning the use of the equipment described in this manual or any relevant hazard data sheets (where applicable) may be
obtained from the Company address on the back cover, together with servicing and spares information.

ABB

The Company

We are an established world force in the design and manufacture of instrumentation for
industrial process control, flow measurement, gas and liquid analysis and environmental
applications.

As a part of ABB, a world leader in process automation technology, we offer customers
application expertise, service and support worldwide.

We are committed to teamwork, high quality manufacturing, advanced technology and
unrivalled service and support.

The quality, accuracy and performance of the Company’s products result from over 100 years
experience, combined with a continuous program of innovative design and development to
incorporate the latest technology.

The UKAS Calibration Laboratory No. 0255 is just one of the ten flow calibration plants
operated by the Company and is indicative of our dedication to quality and accuracy.

 EN ISO 9001:2000

Cert. No. Q 05907

R
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EN 29001 (ISO 9001)

Lenno, Italy – Cert. No. 9/90A

0255

Stonehouse, U.K.

Warning – Refer to the manual for instructions

Caution – Risk of electric shock

Protective earth (ground) terminal

Earth (ground) terminal

Direct current supply only

Alternating current supply only

Both direct and alternating current supply

The equipment is protected
through double insulation

Electrical Safety

This equipment complies with the requirements of CEI/IEC 61010-1:1993 "Safety requirements for electrical equipment for
measurement, control, and laboratory use". If the instrument is used in a manner NOT specified by the Company, the protection
provided by the instrument may be impaired.

Symbols

One or more of the following symbols may appear on the equipment labelling:

Information in this manual is intended only to assist our customers in the efficient operation of our equipment. Use of this manual
for any other purpose is specifically prohibited and its contents are not to be reproduced in full or part without prior approval of the
Technical Publications Department.
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1.1 Description
The Model 8236 Nitrate Monitor is a microprocessor based
analyser using an ABB nitrate ion-selective probe. This
equipment is used for environmental water monitoring.

1.2 Training
Due to the specialised nature of the above instrument, it is
recommended that, where the end users personnel have had no
previous experience of maintaining this equipment, training be
provided by this Company.

Such training is available via the local Company in the UK, or
Overseas Agent elsewhere and may be carried out either on the
users premises or at the factory.

1.3 Location and Function of Main Components –
Fig. 1.1
Monitoring of any sample by ion-selective electrodes usually
requires certain conditioning to be performed on the sample to
allow accurate, trouble-free measurement. Such conditioning
involves regulating flow, controlling temperature and adjusting
chemical composition prior to presentation of the sample to the
point of measurement. This monitor carries out these
adjustments for each parameter in simple and easily understood
steps. The sample is presented from the user's pipework to a
constant head unit and any excess is allowed to overflow. This

allows sample, under controlled pressure conditions, to be
presented to a multi-channel peristaltic pump which proportions
sample and reagent solutions through the monitor to the mixing
point. The resulting combined solution is then temperature
controlled to remove the effects of sample and ambient
temperature variations. The conditioned solution is then delivered
to the flowcell, under constantly flowing conditions, where the ion
measurement takes place. This measurement is carried out
using an ion-selective sensing electrode.

The sensor generates a millivolt output which is proportional to
the ion concentration. This output is processed by the
microprocessor-based electronics section to calculate the actual
sample concentration.

To maintain optimum measurement accuracy it is necessary to
introduce standard solutions of known concentration for
calibration purposes. The monitor utilises solenoid valves to
introduce these standard solutions automatically, at
predetermined intervals, under the control of the microprocessor.

The electronics section consists of the main Microprocessor Unit
situated at the top left and a User Junction Box at the top right
behind the hinged case.

Fig. 1.1 Location of Instrument Components
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2.1 Accessories
1 x reagent bottle 1 x nitrate refurbishing kit
4 x calibration bottles 1 x double junction
1 x nitrate inner electrode reference electrode
1 x spares kit

2.2 Location
The monitor should be installed in a clean, dry, well ventilated and
vibration-free location giving easy access, and where short
sample lines can be used. Rooms containing corrosive gases or
vapours (e.g., chlorination equipment or chlorine gas cylinders)
should be avoided. It is also advisable to have adjacent drains
near ground level, so that the waste outlet from the monitor can be
as short as possible, together with maximum fall. Power supplies
should also be adjacent. Ambient temperature: within the range 5
to 40°C.

2.3 Mounting – Fig. 2.1
The monitor has a moulded plastic case, mounted onto a flat
metal panel. To provide access, the case is hinged on the left
hand side and has two lockable catches on the right hand to hold
the case in position in normal operation.

One keyhole slot is provided at the top of the flat panel to provide
easy mounting on a wall or framework. Two further fixing holes
are provided at the bottom of the flat panel. All holes are designed
to take 8 mm bolts or studs.

Mains and signal cables are connected through cable glands in
the User Junction Box on the right hand side with the exception of
the optional serial interface which connects directly into the
Microprocessor Unit. Sample and drain pipework are brought in
through the bottom of the case.

2.4 Sampling Requirement
In addition to being as close as possible to the monitor, the
sampling point must provide a thoroughly mixed representative
sample. The sample must also conform to the following
conditions:

a) Sample flow rates must be between 5 ml min–1 and
1250 ml min–1.

b) Sample temperature should be within 20 °C of the ambient
temperature and within the range 0 to 40°C.

c) Particles must be less than 10 mg l–1 and the size must not
exceed 60 μm. Above these levels it is essential that the filter
supplied is fitted in both the sample and emergency inlets.

2.5 Sample Connections – Fig. 2.2 (overpage)
The inlet and outlet pipe connections are both located at the
bottom of the case. A 6 mm (1/4") hose adaptor is provided for the
sample inlet and a 9 mm (3/8") hose connection for the drains. It is
recommended that the pipes used should be of inert material,
e.g., silicone rubber or p.v.c. The inlet pipe must incorporate a
shut-off valve at its upstream end, while the drain outlet pipes
should be short, venting to atmosphere as soon as possible.

2 INSTALLATION

Fig. 2.1 Overall Dimensions and Mounting Details
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…2 INSTALLATION

2.6 Connections, General

Warnings.
• A disconnecting device such as a switch or circuit breaker conforming to local safety standards must be fitted to the final

installation. It must be fitted in close proximity to the instrument within easy reach of the operator and must be marked clearly
as the disconnection device for the instrument.

• Although certain instruments are fitted with internal fuse protection, a suitably rated external protection device, e.g. a 3A fuse
or miniature circuit breaker (m.c.b.), must also be fitted by the installer.

• Remove all power from supply, relay and any powered control circuits and high common mode voltages before accessing
or making any connections.

• The power supply earth (ground) must be connected to ensure safety to personnel, reduction of the effects of RFI
interference and correct operation of the power supply interference filter.

• The power supply earth (ground) must be connected to the earth (ground) stud on the junction box case – see Fig. 2.3.

• Use cable appropriate for the load currents. The terminals accept cables up to 14AWG (2.5mm2).

• The instrument conforms to Mains Power Input Insulation Category III. All other inputs and outputs conform to Category II.

• All connections to secondary circuits must have basic insulation.

• After installation, there must be no access to live parts, e.g. terminals.

• Terminals for external circuits are for use only with equipment with no accessible live parts.

• The relay contacts are voltage-free and must be appropriately connected in series with the power supply and the alarm/
control device which they are to actuate. Ensure that the contact rating is not exceeded. Refer also to Section 2.8 for relay
contact protection details when the relays are to be used for switching loads.

• Do not exceed the maximum load specification for the selected analog output range.
The analog output is isolated, therefore the –ve terminal must be connected to earth (ground) if connecting to the isolated
input of another device.

• If the instrument is used in a manner not specified by the Company, the protection provided by the equipment may be
impaired.

• All equipment connected to the instrument's terminals must comply with local safety standards (IEC 60950, EN61010-1).

Notes.
• An earthing (grounding) – stud terminal is fitted to the junction box case for bus-bar earth (ground) connection – see Fig. 2.3.

• Always route signal output and mains-carrying/relay cables separately, ideally in earthed (grounded) metal conduit. Use
twisted pair output leads or screened cable with the screen connected to the case earth (ground) stud.

Ensure that the cables enter the analyzer through the glands nearest the appropriate screw terminals and are short and
direct. Do not tuck excess cable into the terminal compartment.

• Ensure that the IP65 rating is not compromised when using cable glands, conduit fittings and blanking plugs/bungs (M20
holes). The M20 glands accept cable of between 5 and 9mm (0.2 and 0.35 in.) diameter.



















































































PRODUCTS & CUSTOMER SUPPORT

Products
Automation Systems

• for the following industries:
– Chemical & Pharmaceutical
– Food & Beverage
– Manufacturing
– Metals and Minerals
– Oil, Gas & Petrochemical
– Pulp and Paper

Drives and Motors
• AC and DC Drives, AC and DC Machines, AC motors to 1kV
• Drive systems
• Force Measurement
• Servo Drives

Controllers & Recorders
• Single  and Multi-loop Controllers
• Circular Chart  and Strip Chart  Recorders
• Paperless Recorders
• Process Indicators

Flexible Automation
• Industrial Robots and Robot Systems

Flow Measurement
• Electromagnetic Flowmeters
• Mass Flow Meters
• Turbine Flowmeters
• Flow Elements

Marine Systems & Turbochargers
• Electrical Systems
• Marine Equipment
• Offshore Retrofit and Refurbishment

Process Analytics
• Process Gas Analysis
• Systems Integration

Transmitters
• Pressure
• Temperature
• Level
• Interface Modules

Valves, Actuators and Positioners
• Control Valves
• Actuators
• Positioners

Water, Gas & Industrial Analytics Instrumentation
• pH, conductivity, and dissolved oxygen transmitters and

sensors
• ammonia, nitrate, phosphate, silica, sodium, chloride,

fluoride, dissolved oxygen and hydrazine analyzers.
• Zirconia oxygen analyzers, katharometers, hydrogen purity

and purge-gas monitors, thermal conductivity.

Customer Support

We provide a comprehensive after sales service via a
Worldwide Service Organization. Contact one of the following
offices for details on your nearest Service and Repair Centre.

United Kingdom
ABB Limited
Tel: +44 (0)1453 826661
Fax: +44 (0)1453 829671

United States of America
ABB Inc.
Tel: +1 775 850 4800
Fax: +1 775 850 4808

Client Warranty

Prior to installation, the equipment referred to in this manual
must be stored in a clean, dry environment, in accordance with
the Company's published specification.

Periodic checks must be made on the equipment's condition. In
the event of a failure under warranty, the following
documentation must be provided as substantiation:

1. A listing evidencing process operation and alarm logs at time
of failure.

2. Copies of all storage, installation, operating and maintenance
records relating to the alleged faulty unit.
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The Company’s policy is one of continuous product
improvement and the right is reserved to modify the

information contained herein without notice.

Printed in UK (01.07)

© ABB 2007

ABB Limited
Oldends Lane, Stonehouse
Gloucestershire
GL10 3TA
UK
Tel: +44 (0)1453 826661
Fax: +44 (0)1453 829671

ABB Inc.
Analytical Instruments
9716 S. Virginia St., Ste. E
Reno, Nevada 89521
USA
Tel: +1 775 850 4800
Fax: +1 775 850 4808

ABB has Sales & Customer Support
expertise in over 100 countries worldwide

www.abb.com


